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A Special and Solemn Tribute

There are moments that call for us to
dispense with protocol. This is one such
moment. I would normally devote the space
in this column to general topics of interest
to the membership, but what we witnessed
in Charlotte recently dictates that we pause
to pay respect to our fallen heroes.

THE FJA JOINS THE UNITED STATES
MARSHALS SERVICE IN MOURNING THE
LOSS OF A DEPUTY U.S. MARSHAL AND
THREE TASK FORCE OFFICERS
TRAGICALLY KILLED IN THE LINE OF
DUTY SERVING AN ARREST WARRANT
IN CHARLOTTE, N.C.

Deputy U.S. Marshal Thomas M. Weeks
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Dear Federal Judges Association (FJA) Members:

Our thoughts and prayers go out to these law enforcement heroes and their families as well as
the several other officers who were injured in the same incident.

Deputy U.S. Marshal Thomas M. Weeks, 48, assigned to the Western District of North
Carolina and supporting the Carolinas Regional Fugitive Task Force, was one of four officers
killed April 29 as the task force attempted to serve an arrest warrant on a fugitive in
Charlotte, North Carolina.

Weeks was a 13-year veteran of the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS), serving in the Western
District of North Carolina for the last 10 years. He was part of the team executing a warrant
for the offender, who was wanted for possession of a firearm by a felon in Lincoln County.

Weeks started his USMS career in February 2011 in the District of Columbia’s Superior
Court, Washington, D.C. He transferred in November 2014 to Charlotte, N.C. Prior to
USMS, he spent eight years with Customs and Border Protection.

He leaves behind a wife and four children.

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department suffered a tremendous blow to its ranks with
the deaths of CMPD Officer Joshua Eyer and Department of Adult Correction Officers
Samuel Poloche and Alden Elliott. The four CMPD officers injured were Christopher Tolley,
Michael Giglio, Jack Blowers, and Justin Campbell.

Marshals Service Director Ronald Davis expressed our joint
sentiment best, saying: “I don’t think words can describe the
amount of pain that the Marshals Service and all of its members,
our family of law enforcement in general, this community and
communities around the country are feeling over such a loss.”

FJA President, J. Michelle Childs,
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

Judicial Security
Chair: Esther Salas
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In a nation born of the ideals of justice and equality, judges are honor bound to decide cases
without prejudice or privilege. Every federal judge has taken an oath to affirm this
commitment to the fair and equitable administration of justice, irrespective of the person or
entity before us. This dedication is the bedrock of the federal judiciary, and our fidelity to the
same is central to how we function as a free society. Yet, recent shifts in social and civic
mores have led to attacks not only on the institution of the judiciary — our courts across the
United States — but on the individuals who work every day to uphold the rule of law. In
2023 alone, the U.S. Marshals Service investigated over a thousand threats against federal
judges. However, these numbers do not include the thousands of threats that go unreported
against judges and the other professionals who work in our courthouses.

Defending our civil society must include protection of the judges required to enforce our
Constitution and laws. We are bound by oath and honor to perform our work without fear or
favor. No one in our court systems should have to live in fear for their lives or the lives of
their families. Therefore, it is incumbent upon our civic, business, and political leaders of
good faith to urge respect for the rule of law and stand with the judiciary against threats to
this great and foundational institution.

New Member Highlight

The FJA Spotlights the Honorable Tiffany P. Cunningham

Tiffany P. Cunningham joined the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit on September 1, 2021, becoming the
39th person to serve as a judge on the Federal Circuit. She
also became the court’s first Black judge.

Judge Cunningham’s swearing-in also marked something of
a homecoming. Almost exactly twenty years earlier, she
began her sterling career by serving as a law clerk to her
now colleague, the Honorable Timothy B. Dyk.

Judge Cunningham entered her clerkship with stellar
academic credentials. She was born and raised in the metro
Detroit area, where her mother taught English in a public
high school and her father, a veteran of the Vietnam War,




worked in the auto industry. After graduating from The Roeper School, where she played
basketball and volleyball and also ran track, she earned a Bachelor of Science degree from
MIT in chemical engineering. Even while playing varsity tennis for six semesters, she
managed to graduate with a perfect GPA! She remained in Cambridge for law school and in
2001 obtained her J.D. degree from Harvard Law School.

It was in Judge Dyk’s chambers that Judge Cunningham began to imagine her future role. As
she would eventually tell the Senate Judiciary Committee, during her clerkship, “I kind of put
it in my mental vision board that one day I could be a judge at that court.”

Thankfully, Judge Dyk encouraged her ambition. After telling him that joining the court was
her “dream job,” Judge Dyk gave her a signed copy of his judicial portrait, inscribing it:
“Tiffany — My great thanks for a splendid year and my best wishes for an outstanding future
career in private practice and government service.” Remarkably, she followed precisely the
career path the two of them envisioned.

Judge Dyk’s photo, and the judicial dream, stayed with Judge Cunningham over almost two
decades in private practice, during which she litigated intellectual property cases in district
courts across the country and before the International Trade Commission and the Federal
Circuit. After almost a dozen years in the Chicago office of Kirkland & Ellis LLP, where she
rose from summer associate to associate to partner, in 2014 she moved across town to Perkins
Coie LLP, eventually becoming a member of its executive committee. At both firms, she
represented many different clients across various fields, including chemical, pharmaceutical,
biotechnology, computer science, automotive, and mechanical engineering.

She represented plaintiffs and defendants, ranging from smaller companies to those listed on
the Fortune 500. Along the way, she amassed numerous awards and accolades, including
being named among the Best Lawyers in America for patent litigation and regularly landing
on Leading Lawyers and Illinois Super Lawyers lists. Judge Cunningham’s vast and varied
patent litigation experience makes her particularly well-suited to sit on the nation’s only court
that handles patent appeals.

While Judge Cunningham was taking what would turn out to be her last deposition, she was
informed by the White House Counsel’s Office that she would soon be having a Zoom
interview with the President. Characteristically, she worked to be fully prepared for the
call. But one question nearly caught her off-guard. When President Biden asked her if she
wanted the job — that is, whether he should try to literally make her dream come true — she
was momentarily at a loss for words. Then she responded . . . affirmatively, of course . . .
adding, “You didn’t just make my day, you made my lifetime!” And now Judge Cunningham
makes the federal judiciary an even stronger institution.

The Federal Judges Association is pleased to welcome Tiffany P. Cunningham to the bench
and to the FJA.

Committee Updates

Our committees are working for you! Here are some highlights of their accomplishments.




Civics & Service
Chair: Robin S. Rosenbaum

Civics & Service continues with its three programs: the Naturalization Civics Challenge, the
Clerkship Chat programs, and the Speech Bank.

As a reminder, THE NATURALIZATION CIVICS CHALLENGE—a program where
high-school students who score at least a 90% on the U.S. citizenship test earn a certificate
and an invitation to a local naturalization ceremony—continues with December 31, 2024 as
the next deadline for participation. Information on how students can participate is available
on the FJA website. If you have contacts at any high schools, we’d be grateful if you passed
the link along to them: https://www.federaljudgesassoc.org/federal-judges-association-
civics-challenge/.

Our CLERKSHIP CHAT programs, which are panels on clerking that we hold at law
schools that traditionally do not send many students to federal clerkships, held another
successful program on March 19—this time at Florida International University School of
Law. We thank Circuit Judge Bert Jordan, District Judge Raag Singhal, and Magistrate Judge
Penny Augustin-Birch for serving as our panel of esteemed judges. The students were very
interested and asked many questions. We really appreciate the efforts of all the judges
involved in making this panel such a success. Because we are closing in on the end of the
school year and finals season, we anticipate that our next Clerkship Chat program will
happen in the fall. If you wish to participate, please send a note to the Committee Chair via
the link above.

And finally, we continue to gratefully accept submissions for the FJA’S SPEECH BANK,
which members can use as a starting place when they need to give speeches. The Speech
Bank has speeches covering a variety of topics. Again, you may submit your entries directly
to the FJA via its email address: fja@federaljudgesassoc.org.

Communications
Chair: Mary Scriven
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Building & Bonding

This year’s theme has been Building and Bonding. In that spirit, the FJA continues to
identify avenues for our members at large to become and remain active in the work of the
organization. We stress that membership on committees is open to all at any time. If you
would like to participate, simply email the committee chair at the email link provided in the
Bench Press next to the related committee report and you will be added to the committee, and
your input will be welcomed.

We also need your support in our various legislative initiatives, including full funding of the
judiciary and full funding of The Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Privacy Act, among
others. If you have a relationship to a Senator or Congressperson, please advise our
Legislative Committee by clicking this link. We need ALL HANDS ON DECK for these
crucial efforts.

Finally, to allow ease of access to the work of the Board, the meetings will be live streamed
via Zoom, and any member is welcome to log on and observe. Our inaugural Zoom meeting
was held during the recent Board meeting in April, and many of our judges joined the
meeting virtually. Please watch for the Zoom link for all upcoming meetings.

Education
Co-Chairs: Leo M. Gordon and Pamela Pepper

Come One — Come All -

Learn about Artificial Intelligence —
Watch the Education Committee’s webinar on an Actificial
Introduction to Al — a conversation with Daniel A. Garrie, | inc—"—_— .
the Founder of Law & Forensics. ‘ ‘

The webinar will provide you with a basic understanding of

artificial intelligence — (1) What Al Is and How It Works, (2) Uses of Al in the Practice of
Law, (3) What is Generative Al and the Fundamentals of Prompt Engineering, and (4)
Concerns with Al in Examining Evidence Fabrication and Deep Fakes. Take 60 minutes out
of your day to learn the basics about this emerging technology and what it may mean for you

as a judge in the future.
View Al Webinar
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International Rule of Law
Chair: Cynthia M. Rufe

International Association of Judges
Promoting an independent judiciary worldwide

The New Version of the IAJ Web Site is Online! https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/

The website allows our FJA members to access all of the information concerning the
important work of the IAJ, of which the FJA is a member. The website answers frequently
asked questions about the IAJ. Finally, it catalogues many valuable recorded programs and
interviews conducted by the IAJ. Please take a few minutes to peruse the site.

For a tutorial on the main features and use of the site, please click on the following link:

https://youtu.be/z91sZ, HaOnk.
Visit IAJ Website

Judicial Integrity & Independence
Chair: Jacqueline H. Nguyen

The Judicial Independence and Integrity Committee is
considering a few possible projects to tackle now that the Ethics
Committee is in charge of the Courthouse Ethics and Transparency
Acttraining. At our last meeting, our committee discussed
addressing concerns about judicial disability and, in particular,
how to identify potential issues while maintaining
confidentiality.

We also continue to discuss the idea of developing a roster of former judges and other
prominent professionals in the legal community who would be willing to speak out when
judges are under personal attacks. Finally, several members of the committee expressed
interest in combatting the perception of forum shopping. Since the Judicial Conference has
announced a new policy on the same concerns, the committee will monitor those efforts to
see how we can be of use.

Membership

Chair: Nannette Jolivette Brown

The Membership Committee has accomplished four major
goals this fiscal year. First, we have updated, revised,
streamlined, and documented our membership process, and
firmed up our working relationship with the Administrative
Office in providing us information. Second, we have
established relationships and contacts within the Federal
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Judicial Center to assist us in identifying FJA member MEMBERSHIP
judges who participate in new judge training programs to
provide direct and in-person introductions and invitations to " @ ) @
join the FJA to newly appointed judges. Third, in addition [} @

to our monthly updates on new members, we have created a [ s @ @
list of all current FJA members and nonmembers identified 2
by district and circuit. Finally, we are promoting our brand
and supporting our members by distributing new FJA
merchandise.

The Membership Committee has developed a revised and streamlined recruitment strategy
and procedure. To further enhance and develop membership efforts, we have appointed
Circuit Liaisons. A Circuit Liaison is a member or members chosen from each circuit to be
the direct contact responsible for following up with newly appointed judges upon learning of
their confirmation and with sitting judges who have not yet decided to join the FJA. The
Circuit Liaisons will be copied on all communications between the FJA and the newly
appointed judge, beginning with an introductory letter sent to the newly appointed judge
from the FJA president and continuing to the email confirmation of their membership and
welcome to the organization. Click here for a link to all Circuit Liaisons.

FJA members Pam Pepper and Brian Jackson presented information about the FJA to new
judges during breaks in their new judge training in October and immediately after. Pam again
provided FJA information to new judges during training in February. Benita Pearson and
Sheryl Lipman have agreed to do the same during breaks in new judge training in May. As
soon as a Phase II training is planned, we will host a reception for both district and appellate
judges at the end of the first day of that training, which will be held in Washington, D.C. this
summer.

If you have any questions or wish to help in this effort in any way, please reach out to the
committee chair by clicking the link above.

A B O A RD

The Membership Committee welcomes the following new members to the FJA:

Jacquelyn D. Austin (D.S.C.) Rita F. Lin (N.D. Cal.)
J. Campbell Barker (E.D. Tex.) Brandon S. Long (E.D. La.)
Nicole G. Berner (4th Cir.) Karoline Mehalchick (M.D. Pa.)
Jennifer L. Hall (D. Del.) Julia Kathleen Munley (M.D. Pa.)
Sara E. Hill (N.D. Okla.) Irma C. Ramirez (5th Cir.)
Julia E. Kobick (D. Mass.) Ramon E. Reyes, Jr. (E.D.N.Y.)

The following judges have been confirmed since our March newsletter. Please join us in
welcoming them to the judiciary and encourage their membership in the FJA!

Ann Marie M. Allen (D. Ut.) Jasmine Hyejung (W.D. Va.)*
Susan M. Bazis (D. Ne.) Edward S. Kiel (D.N.J.)
Nicole Gina Berner (4th Cir.) Eumi Kim Lee (N.D. Cal.)*

Melissa R. DuBose (D.R.I.)* Kelly H. Rankin (D. Wy.)
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Ernest Gonzalez (W.D. Tex.) Leon Schydlower (W.D. Tex.)
Sunil Ramesh Harjani (N.D. Il1.) Robert J. White (E.D. Mi.)

If you know any of these new judges, please reach out and encourage them to become a
member of the FJA.

*Denotes judges who have not yet been sworn in according to the information we have been provided.

We mourn the loss of Roger Hugh Lawson, Jr., U.S. District Court for the Middle District
of Georgia, and Harry Lee Hudspeth, U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas.
Click on Judge Lawson’s and Judge Hudspeth’s names to learn more about their judicial
legacies.

Quadrennial
Co-Chairs: Cathy Bissoon and Sara Darrow

|

FJA Heads to D.C. April 27-29, 2026

The Committee had another productive session during the board meeting planning the 11th
Quadrennial meeting of the FJA. The working theme we selected is “INNOVATION,
INSPIRATION, IMPACT, & INSIGHTS .” It is helping us shape an exciting agenda for
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the event in our nation’s capital April 27-29, 2026. We are hopeful to secure the White
House and Supreme Court receptions and ceremony our members have come to enjoy. If you
feel comfortable sharing your White House or Supreme Court connections to aid in this
endeavor or if you wish to participate in the planning of the conference, please respond to the
Committee Chairs via either of the links provided above. Save the date and watch the Bench
Press as more details become available.

Senior and Retired Judges
Co-Chairs: Larry Piersol and James G. Carr

The Judicial Resources Subcommittee considering Senior Judge staffing held their last
meeting on April 12. The Subcommittee will report to the Judicial Resources Committee at
its summer meeting in June. Judge Brian Miller is the chair of both the Subcommittee and
the full Committee. It appears that the Judicial Resources Committee will not be voting on
national standards for senior judge staffing. The Committee will be considering several
issues, including whether a few circuits are fully applying the staffing standards that are
already in place.

Announcements

Federal Bar
Association

The Federal Bar Association Has Graciously Extended a
Free Honorary Membership to All Federal Judges

The Judiciary Division of the Federal Bar Association consists of more than 2,100 federal
and state judges. Our Article III committees include the Federal Appellate Judges, chaired by
Circuit Judge Veronica Rossman, and Federal Trial Judges, chaired by District Judge lain
Johnston. The Judiciary Division improves the administration of justice by representing the
interests of our members, involving others in our work through educational programs and
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activities, and assisting in the work of the Federal Bar Association.

You are invited to take full advantage of your honorary membership, available to all active,
senior, and retired judges of the federal bench. Your honorary membership is with the
national FBA as well as your local FBA chapter and the Judiciary Division. Y ou will have
full rights and privileges of membership and are exempt from the payment of dues. You may
accept your honorary membership by completing a quick form @ at
www.fedbar.org/honorary.

Click the button below to see all of your available benefits. If you have questions, feel
free to reach out to Judge Beth Bloom, Southern District of Florida Chair, Judiciary
Division of the Federal Bar Association at Beth  Bloom@flsd.uscourts.gov.

Learn More

Call for Nominations of a deserving colleague for the prestigious
Morton A. Brody Judicial Service Award
Deadline June 28, 2024

Nominations are requested for the 2024 Morton A. Brody Distinguished Judicial Service
Award. The award, established in 2000, is given biennially by the Colby College Board of
Trustees to a United States federal judge, or state judge, in memory of the Honorable Morton
A. Brody, U.S. District Court Judge for the District of Maine. It includes the delivery of the
Brody Address and participation in an event sponsored by Colby’s Goldfarb Center for
Public Affairs which will occur in November 2024 in Rockport, Maine.

The award winner will have demonstrated an appreciation and understanding of the unique
role of a judge and someone who exhibits the qualities of integrity, compassion, humanity,
and judicial excellence exemplified in the life and work of Judge Brody. The Selection
Committee, chaired by Chief United States District Judge Lance E. Walker for the District of
Maine, will take special note of a candidate’s interest in teaching and support of students,
including his/her law clerks.

Click to Nominate

Upcoming Events

Judicial Renaissance,

National Judicial Conference

The FJA has partnered with the National Judicial
College to join them for a seminar and
conference in Portugal.

During Judicial Renaissance, judges rediscover
the foundations of justice as embodied within
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the scope of lasting human achievements.

WHEN: September 9-12, 2024
WHERE: Portuguese Center for Judicial Studies
DEADLINE: May 15, 2024

Learn More

Registration is limited.
Sign Up Soon!
Deadline: May 15, 2024

MAY IS

MENTI'\‘I. HEALTH

June Edition | The Bench Press

We want to
hear from
you!

Have a submission for the upcoming edition of The
Bench Press? Please share it by June 6, 2024. We
would love to share your special news with the
membership. Email us!

Email Us Your News

J. Michelle Childs
President

Mary Scriven
Communications Committee Chair

Federal Judges Association | fja@federaljudgesassoc.org

Federal Judges Association | PO Box 107, Hoschton, GA 30548
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