
The Bench Press
The Federal Judges Association Newsletter

June 2024
  

Dear Federal Judges Association (FJA) Members:

When the cicadas start humming, you know June has
arrived. Along with the heat and sun comes new growth and
long days. June 21st, the summer solstice, is the longest day
of the year and the scientific beginning of summer. This
month also brings Juneteenth, a celebration of the end of
slavery in the United States.
 
Juneteenth and the summer solstice make June a month of
powerful transformation and change, of joyful beginnings
and joyful endings. May this month remind us to remember
our past, appreciate the beauty around us, and hope for new
beginnings.

FJA President, J. Michelle Childs,
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
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FJA Congratulates Judge Esther Salas!

Throughout history and around the world, remarkable
individuals have taken significant steps, both large and
small, to protect and advance the rule of law. Lawyers who
fight for justice, judges who uphold the law even when it
defies popular opinion, and everyday people who, despite
great personal risks, stand up for due process and fair legal
systems - these are the guardians of the rule of law. They
ensure the functioning of democracy and protect human
rights. The Lemkin Rule of Law Guardian program honors
these extraordinary individuals through events and personal
interviews that highlight their stories, reminding us of the
impact one person can make.
 
The Lemkin Rule of Law Guardian series is named for

Raphael Lemkin, a leading 20th-century human rights scholar. A Polish scholar and lawyer,
Lemkin dedicated his life to studying war crimes and advocating for the use of criminal law
to defend peace and prosecute crimes against humanity.
 
We can think of no one more worthy of this award at this precipice in history than our very
own Judge Esther Salas.
 
Judge Esther Salas, a United States District Judge for the District of New Jersey, experienced
a devastating personal tragedy when her son was murdered and her husband was severely
injured by a disgruntled litigant who had harbored anti-feminist and hateful sentiments
against her. In the wake of this tragedy, Judge Salas turned her grief into advocacy, working
tirelessly with our nation’s Congressional leaders to secure the passage of the bipartisan
Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Privacy Act, named after her late son. Passed in
December 2022, the Act restricts the distribution of judges' personal information online,
allows federal judges to request removal of their information if publicly available, and
supports the U.S. Marshals Service in enhancing judicial security. Judge Salas continues her
strident efforts to secure full funding of measures needed to effectuate, to its fullest potential,
the Daniel Anderl Judiciary and Privacy Act.
 
The urgency of this legislation is underscored by a significant rise in threats against federal
judges, with the U.S. Marshals Service reporting 4,511 threats and inappropriate
communications in 2021, a 387% increase from 2015. Chief Justice John Roberts emphasized
the necessity of ensuring judges' safety to uphold their oath of impartial service. Judge Salas
continues her efforts as she collaborates with the National Center for State Courts to promote
similar protective measures for state court judges nationwide. As the first Hispanic woman to
serve as both a United States Magistrate Judge and a District Judge in New Jersey, Judge
Salas has channeled her profound loss into meaningful legislative progress to safeguard the
judiciary.
 
Even before the incidents that thrust her onto the national stage on this crucial issue, Judge
Salas, the youngest child of Cuban and Mexican immigrants, had established herself as a



significant role model in the legal profession. Her career began as a law clerk for Judge
Eugene Codey in the Essex County Superior Court. It was followed by her work as an
associate at Garces & Grabler, P.C. She then served as an Assistant Federal Public Defender
for the District of New Jersey from 1997 to 2006. In 2006, Judge Salas became the first
Latina to serve as a Magistrate Judge for the District of New Jersey. In 2010, she was
nominated as District Judge for the District of New Jersey, making her the first Latina to
serve in the District Court of New Jersey.

Judge Salas's contributions extend beyond the courtroom. She is a past president of the
Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey and was honored as the Hispanic National Bar
Association's 2016 Latina Judge of the Year. Her commitment to public service is also seen
through her past involvement in the Governor's Hispanic Advisory Committee for Policy
Development, the Supreme Court Committee on Minority Concerns, and the Supreme Court
Committee on Women in the Courts. She currently serves as Chair of the Judiciary Security
Committee of the Federal Judges Association.

Thus, it comes as no surprise to this organization that Judge Salas would receive this honor.
She embodies the spirit of the Lemkin Award, not only because of the tragedy that befell her
family but because of the exemplary figure she was before and the stalwart she has become
since. Congratulations Judge Salas from all of your admiring friends and colleagues who
comprise the Federal Judges Association.

The FJA Spotlights the Honorable Gretchen S. Lund

The FJA celebrates the appointment of Judge Gretchen S.
Lund to the United States District Court for the Northern
District of Indiana.

Judge Lund received a B.A., cum laude, from Butler
University. She then attended Valparaiso University School
of Law, where she graduated summa cum laude. 

Lund began her legal career as an associate attorney with
Ice Miller LLP in Indianapolis, Indiana in 2001. From
2002-2006, she served as a law clerk to United States
Magistrate Judge William T. Lawrence on the United States
District Court for the Southern District of Indiana.

After her clerkship, Judge Lund served as a deputy
prosecutor in the Elkhart County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office from 2006-2007, where she
handled misdemeanors, felonies, and child support enforcement cases. Then, from 2008-
2014, Lund served as a judge on the Goshen City Court, where she presided over criminal
misdemeanors, infractions, and ordinance violations. From 2015 until her appointment, she
served as a judge on the Elkhart County Superior Court in Goshen, Indiana, where she
presided over both civil and criminal matters and established the county’s first drug court.

Apart from her practice, Judge Lund served as an adjunct professor at both Goshen College,



from 2010-2014, and Indiana University South Bend, from 2011-2014. She has also served as
president of the Goshen Bar Association and sat as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Indiana University Health Goshen Hospital Health System (now “Goshen Health”), the
Goshen Salvation Army, and the Miss Elkhart County Scholarship Program.

President Biden nominated Lund to the District Court for the Northern District of Indiana to
fill a seat vacated by Judge Jon E. DeGuilio. She was confirmed by the Senate on January
25, 2024, and received her commission four days later.

At her appearance before the Senate Judiciary Committee, Lund discussed her efforts helping
to establish Elkhart County’s first drug court for nonviolent offenders. Judge Lund stated that
the program was created to help individuals take accountability for their actions while
providing them with rehabilitation and treatment opportunities. “It is our hope that through
this we can restore lives and families and ultimately increase public safety by breaking the
cycle of addiction,” she said.

The American Bar Association unanimously rated Judge Lund as “well qualified,” and
Senators Todd Young and Mike Braun of Indiana strongly supported her nomination. Senator
Young applauded her confirmation, calling Judge Lund an “experienced, qualified jurist”
who has “served honorably in state superior court.” He added that she “will be missed
locally,” but he trusted she “will bring the same sense of professionalism to the federal
bench.” He concluded by saying that he was proud to have helped shepherd her nomination
through the Senate and that he looked forward to her service.

The Senate Judiciary Committee said of Lund, “[w]ith a dedicated career of service to
Indiana as an accomplished jurist, Judge Lund earned bipartisan support for her confirmation.
She is well suited to serve on the federal bench.”

On a personal note, Judge Lund advises that she  is a proud Hoosier “farm kid,” having
grown up on a farm in Goshen, Indiana that has been in her family for over 150 years. We
welcome Judge Lund to the FJA.

 

Our committees are working for you! Here are some highlights of their accomplishments.

International Rule of Law
Chair: Cynthia M. Rufe

Cape Town, South Africa  is the site of the next annual meeting of the International
Association of Judges in October 2024. As the American Judicial member of the IAJ, the

mailto:judge_cynthia_m_rufe@paed.uscourts.gov


Federal Judges Association will help to sponsor six delegates (President Childs, President-
Elect Karen Schreier, Executive Committee Member Leo Gordon, and Past Presidents
Margaret McKeown, Marilyn Huff, and Cynthia Rufe) to participate in all activities of the
conference, including meetings of the Central Council (all 92 member countries with voting
status), ANAO geographic meetings, four Study Commission meetings that our delegates
lead, and additional Working Groups, such as the IAJ’s Working Group on Assistance to
Judges.

The mandate of this working group developed in 2019 at the annual IAJ meeting in
Kazakhstan. At the time, judges in Turkey had been removed from the bench and imprisoned,
threats emerged to do the same in Poland, and other attacks on judges’ independence, rule of
law, and personal freedoms escalated. Judge Rufe continues to work on this task force, which
identifies resources for assailed judges pursuant to the following mandate:

The International Association of Judges is dedicated to safeguarding judicial
independence worldwide.

Unfortunately, there are threats to judicial independence. From time to time, individual
judges find themselves in crisis. From peril there can be promise, however.

The IAJ’s Working Group on Assistance to Judges is aimed at providing assistance to
individual judges, wherever they may be, in their time of need.

Why is this important and why is the FJA involved? Recently, a long time FJA Executive
Committee member and IAJ delegate, Dave Carter, reminded me that “we need the judiciary
in these complicated times and our institution may be the real example of the bulwark of
democracy.” The FJA has become an ambassador for accuracy and truth about the United
States’ legal system. Reaching across borders allows us to see unfiltered what is happening to
judicial independence and the rule of law in other countries, including our own.

The judiciary is critical at this moment, and if we are to make a difference, “we must be the
players at the table.” Thank you, Judge Carter!

FJA delegates work on these goals and missions throughout the year, presenting programs
and communication with colleagues. We hosted, through the ANAO group, its mid-year
meeting in Washington, D.C. in May 2023, and participated and presented the educational
program again in May 2024. Judge Huff is presenting a program in Italy in September on
Judicial Independence from her role as president of the First Study Commission. Next month,
Judge Rufe will send the FJA reports for each of the four Study Commissions of the IAJ.

Please continue to view the many activities of the IAJ and our contributions as the American
judicial organization member.

Visit IAJ Website

 
Membership

Chair: Nannette Jolivette Brown

The membership committee has learned that the Phase II new judge training program will be
held in Washington, D.C. during the week of December 2, 2024. If you are interested in
attending the FJA reception and/or assisting with the planning of the FJA reception for new

https://www.iaj-uim.org/iuw/
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judges, please email Nannette Brown at Nannette_Brown@laed.uscourts.gov.

The Membership Committee welcomes the following new members to the FJA:

Susan M. Bazis (D. Ne.)
Jaqueline Becerra (S.D. Fl.)
Melissa Damian (S.D. Fl.)

Brandy R. McMillion (D. Mi.)

Vernon Dion Oliver (D. Ct.)
Kelly H. Rankin (D. Wy.)

Julie Simone Sneed (M.D. Fl.)
Robert Jerome White (E.D. Mi.)

 
The following judges have been confirmed since our May newsletter. Please join us in
welcoming them to the judiciary and encourage their membership in the FJA!

Seth Robert Aframe (1st Cir.)
Georgia Alexakis (N.D. Il.)*
Camela Catherine (D. SD)*

Sanket Jayshukh (E.D. NY)*

Krissa Marie Lanham (D. Az.)*
Angela Marie (D. Az.)*

Deena Michaela (E.D. Ca.)*
Eric Claude Schulte (D. SD)*

If you know any of these new judges, please reach out and encourage them to become a
member of the FJA.
 
*Denotes judges who have not yet been sworn in according to the information we have been provided.

It is with deep sadness that we report the death of Senior U.S. District Judge Larry R. Hicks
of the U.S. District Court for the District of Nevada. Judge Hicks was a pillar of the Reno
community. He was a universally respected district attorney, partner in private practice and
federal judge for over 20 years. Judge Hicks assumed senior status as a district court judge in
2012 and in 2020 was awarded the Nevada State Bar President’s Award for lifetime
achievement. He will be missed.

We also mourn the loss of U.S. District Court Judge Gene E.K. Pratter for the Eastern
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District of Pennsylvania. She was a longtime lawyer in the Philadelphia office of Duane
Morris, adjunct professor at the University of Pennsylvania’s Carey Law School, mentor, and
volunteer. Colleagues on and off the bench called her “an inspiration to us all” and a “mentor
to many” in tributes. They praised her “intellect, integrity, and judicial temperament” and
said she “leaves behind a legacy of excellence.”

Click on Judge Hicks’ and Judge Pratter’s names to learn more about their judicial legacies.

 
Quadrennial

Co-Chairs: Cathy Bissoon and Sara Darrow

FJA Heads to D.C. April 27-29, 2026
 

Senior and Retired Judges
Co-Chairs: Larry Piersol and James G. Carr

The first item taken up by the Judicial Resources Committee at its meeting starting June 4
was the issue of staffing for judges on senior status. Judge Amy St. Eve, the Chair of the
Budget Committee, explained the necessity for the Strategic Budget Initiative and its new
timeline. The timeline includes the Budget Committee meeting in January 2025. The report
of the Budget Committee will be considered by the Judicial Conference at its March 2025
meeting. 

At its June 3 meeting the Judicial Resources Committee discussed various issues involving
senior judge staffing. Most of the discussion dealt with district judge staffing. 
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Judge St. Eve suggested that the Committee consider recommending what was necessary to
have 1 staff position. At this time only 2 circuits have any standard for 1 staff position while
all circuits have standards for 2 and 3 staff.

The Judicial Resources meeting just concluded on June 6 as this is being written so no
minutes are yet available to state the recommendations finally made by the Judicial
Resources Committee to the Budget Committee.

Member Judges around the country are actively involved in civics and service to the
community. FJA gives a shout out to the following members:

U.S. District Court Judge Mark Goldsmith, Eastern District of Michigan, was honored by
the Jewish Bar Association of Michigan with the “Avern Cohn Lifetime Achievement
Award.” Goldsmith has been a judge for two decades — beginning in 2004 on the Oakland
County Circuit Court bench, and since 2010 as an active status judge in federal court, an
appointee of President Barack Obama. Read More Here.

Judge Judith E. Levy, who has served on the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of
Michigan since 2014, drew on her own experiences in speaking to 325 JD students and 38
graduate students at Hill Auditorium. Read More Here.

Judge Robert J. Colville and Judge Maryellen Noreika. In commemoration of Law Day,
the Courts, Community, and Rule of Law Committee of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals
hosted an essay contest for fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh grade students within the Third
Circuit, which is comprised of Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands. Their essay on the right to a trial by jury was exceptional, particularly given their
age. They celebrated in the courthouse Friday, May 3rd with newly naturalized citizens and
read their essay as a part of the naturalization ceremony, which was overseen by Judge
Robert J. Colville.
 
On May 6, 2024, the District Court of the District of Delaware held a public ceremony in
Judge Maryellen Noreika’s courtroom in the J. Caleb Boggs Federal Building where the
students from each of the four winning classes read their respective essays. The Judges
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presented congratulatory remarks to the students on the excellent quality of the submissions
and the impressive presentations by the student speakers. Read More Here.

Registration is limited.
​Sign Up Soon!

Deadline Extended: July 15, 2024

Judicial Renaissance,
​National Judicial Conference
The FJA has partnered with the National Judicial
College to join them for a seminar and
conference in Portugal.

During Judicial Renaissance, judges rediscover
the foundations of justice as embodied within
the scope of lasting human achievements.

WHEN: September 9-12, 2024
WHERE: Portuguese Center for Judicial Studies
DEADLINE EXTENDED TO JULY 15, 2024

Learn More

FJC Phase II Judge Training announced for
the week of December 2, 2024. More details

coming soon. If you are interested in
attending the FJA reception and/or assisting
with the planning of the FJA reception for

new judges, please email Nannette Brown at
Nannette_Brown@laed.uscourts.gov.

July Edition | The Bench Press

 
Have a submission for the upcoming edition of The
Bench Press? Please share it by July 11, 2024. We
would love to share your special news with the
membership. Email us!

Email Us Your News

J. Michelle Childs
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President

Mary Scriven
Communications Committee Chair

Federal Judges Association | fja@federaljudgesassoc.org
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