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Dear Federal Judges Association (FJA) Members:

July makes me think of long, hot days, fireworks,
parades, backyard barbecues, flags and independence.
In addition to the nation’s independence, we should
also celebrate an independent judiciary that is
committed to preserving our Constitution through
principles of integrity and impartiality.

Have you ever wondered what would happen if the
Department of Justice sued us, as judges, in our official
capacity? Would we be on our own? Would anyone
have our back? Well, now we know. Recently the
Department of Justice filed a lawsuit naming federal district court judges as defendants. After
being served with the complaint, the judges followed the procedure set forth in Volume 20,
Chapter 3 of the Guide to Judiciary Policy, and notified the Office of General Counsel. OGC
determined that the judges were sued while acting within the scope of their employment and
that assumption of representation was consistent with the best interests of the United States.
Because DOJ was unavailable to provide representation, OGC authorized the judges to hire
outside counsel selected by the Judges. The judges chose former Solicitor General Paul
Clement and his firm, Clement and Murphy. Now we know for sure that under our policies,
we are not on our own and the policies work to have our back.

Who else has our back?  Just a few weeks ago, at our request, the Federal Bar Association
and our member Judge Esther Salas sent a letter to a Congressman who had a Wanted poster
displayed outside his Congressional office that displayed pictures and names of 18 federal
judges. The FBA letter asked the Congressman to take down the poster, because of the rise in
threats and acts of intimidation against federal judges and their families. Shortly after the
letter was sent, the poster was removed. We are grateful to the FBA and Judge Salas for
acting on behalf of the security of all federal judges and for obtaining action from the
Congressman. We are also grateful to the Congressman for his reasoned response to the
FBA’s request on behalf of the judiciary. The FBA is part of the Champions for Justice
outreach effort.  Judge Beth Bloom, chair of our Judicial Independence Committee, and her
committee have identified multiple judicial organizations and retired judges who are willing
to speak out on behalf of judges when we are attacked. The Champions for Justice have our
back, too.

I hope you enjoy the remainder of your summer.

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=msp&nav=6d5950a1-814e-4e56-b10d-55088c2f1815


Sincerely,

Karen Schreier
President, Federal Judges Association

 

The FJA Spotlights Judge Susan M. Bazis

“I know it’s only rock ‘n’ roll, but I like it.”
The Rolling Stones

The District of Nebraska’s newest district judge is The
Honorable Susan M. Bazis. Judge Bazis is an unabashed
fan of rock and roll. If you ever visit her chambers, you will
be awed by her collection of rock band posters and
memorabilia. Judge Bazis and her husband Tony have seen
The Rolling Stones in concert, as of last count, 37
times. They’ve seen the Pixies 34 times, and they have seen
the Goo Goo Dolls a total of 27 times, among many
others. Between concerts she has been an accomplished
attorney and judge at a number of levels. 

Judge Bazis graduated from the Creighton University
School of Law in 1993. She worked in private practice
handling a variety of both civil and criminal matters and

was also employed in the Douglas County, Nebraska, Public Defender’s Office where she
handled approximately 2,000 cases through trial and appeal.

In April of 2007 Judge Bazis was appointed as a county judge in Douglas County, Nebraska,
handling criminal, civil, probate, and domestic matters. Judge Bazis was the presiding judge



of that court from January 10, 2010 through December 31, 2013, and during that time, was
credited with many improvements to court technology, efficiencies, and court
renovations. During her time on the County Court bench, Judge Bazis was actively involved
in important committee work for the Nebraska Courts, and various bar associations, as well
as the Nebraska Supreme Court’s Guardianship and Conservatorship Committee. In fact, she
is and has been a member or leader of literally dozens of committees through the Nebraska
Supreme Court and various national, state and local bar organizations.

Judge Bazis served as a United States Magistrate Judge in the District of Nebraska starting in
January of 2017, until she was sworn in as a district court judge on April 10, 2024.  She
became this district’s newest United States District Judge and only its second female Article
III Judge. She sits at the Robert V. Denney Courthouse in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Judge Bazis continues her work on various federal court and external committees, including
the Consortium of Tribal, State and Federal Judicial Council, the Robert M. Spire Inns of
Court, the Bench-Media Committee for the Nebraska State Bar Foundation (“NSBF”) and
Mock Trial Chair for the NSBF.

Judge Bazis has received a number of awards including the Nebraska Supreme Court’s
Service to the Community Award in 2011. In 2016 she received the Public Service Award
from the NSBF, and in 2023 she received the University of Nebraska at Omaha College of
Public Affairs and Community Service Distinguished Alumni Award.

Judge Bazis has presented at literally dozens of Continuing Legal Education seminars
including Elder Law, Child Welfare, Tribal Issues, Mediation, Leadership, and a variety of
Best Practices Presentations.

The District of Nebraska is extremely proud to welcome Judge Bazis as our newest district
judge. To paraphrase Neil Young, Judge Bazis and Rock ‘n Roll are here to stay!

Thank you to Judge Robert F. Rossiter, Jr., United States District Court District of Nebraska
for providing this member spotlight.

 

Our committees are working for you! Here are some highlights of their accomplishments.

Membership
Chairs: Nannette Jolivette Brown and William F. Kuntz, II

On July 8, 2025, the Membership Committee hosted a meeting for Circuit Liaisons. The
Committee is working with the Quadrennial Committee to recruit new members ahead of
next year’s conference. The Committee plans to expand on its efforts from last year by
organizing receptions and orientations for new judges. The Committee is planning a
reception during an Eleventh Circuit conference in Savannah, GA on October 15, 2025, and a
reception during an FJC training for appellate judges in Washington, DC on November 5,
2025. Stay tuned for additional details!

mailto:Nannette_Brown@laed.uscourts.gov
mailto:william_kuntz@nyed.uscourts.gov


Circuit Liaisons to the Membership Committee:
Patti Saris (First Circuit)

Gina Mendez-Miró (First Circuit)
Janet Arterton (Second Circuit)
J. Paul Oetken (Second Circuit)

Esther Salas (Third Circuit)
Maryellen Noreika (Third Circuit)

Pamela Harris (Fourth Circuit)
Thomas Kleeh (Fourth Circuit)

Marcia Crone (Fifth Circuit)
James Carr (Sixth Circuit)

Sheryl Lipman (Sixth Circuit)
LaShonda Hunt (Seventh Circuit)
Stephen Bough (Eighth Circuit)
Robert Rossiter (Eighth Circuit)

Haywood Gilliam (Ninth Circuit)
Jacqueline Nguyen (Ninth Circuit)

Holly Teeter (Tenth Circuit)
Victoria Calvert (Eleventh Circuit)

Cornelia Pillard (DC Circuit)
Leonard Stark (Federal Circuit)

Timothy Reif (International Trade)

The Membership Committee welcomes the following new member to the FJA:

Roy K. Altman (S.D. Fla.)

The FJA mourns the loss of the following members:



Kim R. Gibson
United States District Court Western District of Pennsylvania

Judge Kim R. Gibson, of the United States District Court Western District of Pennsylvania,
passed away on May 30, one day after his 77th birthday. He was the 53rd Commissioned
Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania. Read
more here.

Quadrennial
April 27-29, 2026 in Washington, D.C.
Co-Chairs: Cathy Bissoon and Sara Darrow

The 2026 FJA Quadrennial Conference is shaping up to be a can't-miss event, bringing
together distinguished speakers, thought leaders, and esteemed authors from across the
country for three days of insight, connection, and fun. 

Make sure you save the dates, April 27 - 29, 2026 and keep an eye out for updates from the
Quadrennial Planning Committee.

Book Fair Survey

https://www.haugerzeigler.com/obituary/Kim-Gibson
mailto:Judge_Cathy_Bissoon@pawd.uscourts.gov
mailto:sara_darrow@ilcd.uscourts.gov


The FJA Quadrennial Book Fair has become a
much-anticipated part of FJA's Quadrennial
Conference, an event for federal judges and their
guests held every four years in Washington, D.C.
The committee is excited to host another Book
Fair at the upcoming 2026 Quadrennial and needs
your help in identifying books and authors to
highlight, specifically, books authored by our very
own members. Please take a quick moment to

answer this survey so that we can begin compiling a comprehensive list of books and authors
for the 2026 Quadrennial Book Fair.

Thank you in advance for your participation. Please feel free to reach out to the FJA with any
questions at fja@federaljudgesassoc.org or (888) 329-1941.

Sincerely,

Judge Debra Brown (N.D. Miss.)
Judge Marina Garcia Marmolejo (S.D. Tex.)
Judge Robert Lasnik (W.D. Wa.)
Judge Jack McConnell (D.R.I.)

Complete Survey Here

Have a Talent to Share?

Are you a musician? A quilter? A baker? The Quadrennial Planning Committee is excited to
announce FJA's first-ever Talent Fair at the 2026 Quadrennial! Please click the button below
to complete the form if you are interested in showcasing your talent, crafting skills or
hobbies. We encourage you to share your passion with your FJA colleagues, and we will try
to accommodate as many participants as possible.

Talent Fair Sign-Up

 

Celebrating One Year
Danny’s Pantry - An Initiative to Spark Hope in the Wake of Tragedy -- The July 2024 grand
opening of Danny’s Pantry in Newark, named in honor of Daniel Anderl -- the son of District
Court Judge Esther Salas and Mark Anderl -- was a success and took place just before the
fourth anniversary of Daniel’s murder. Danny’s Pantry assists families participating in the
district’s front and reentry programs aimed at rehabilitating offenders and preventing
recidivism. Since July, both Camden and Trenton have opened a Danny’s Pantry in those
courthouses.

mailto:fja@federaljudgesassoc.org
https://forms.office.com/r/6vay722XS0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsCATh7BCuner8ebIzqttuWS7SqzSOqFG5ImeuA_IWTmc2lQ/viewform?pli=1


 

Big Beautiful Bill Act - Section 1203

In recent months, bills have been introduced in Congress that would affect judicial
application of FRCP 65(c). One provision passed the House as part of H.R. 1, the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act, but was removed in the Senate. Following is an update.
 
On May 19, 2025, Representatives Derek Schmidt (R–KS) and Harriet Hageman (R–WY)
introduced H.R. 3502, the Wrongful Injunction Accountability Act (WIAA). If enacted, the
bill would impose liability on a movant for costs and damages sustained by the government if
the government is found to have been wrongfully enjoined or restrained under FRCP Rule 65
and the security required under FRCP Rule 65(c) is not ordered or proves
insufficient. Federal procedure normally requires that a plaintiff post a bond only if a judge
grants a preliminary injunction; however, judges often waive even this requirement when the
case concerns a potentially unconstitutional policy. This move aligns with a March 2025
presidential memorandum directing federal agencies to request security under FRCP 65(c)
when litigants seek to enjoin federal actions. H.R. 3502 was referred to the Judiciary
Committee; no further action has been taken.
 
On May 20, Representative Jodey Arrington (R-TX) introduced H.R. 1 the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act (H.R. 1) in the House of Representatives. Section 70302 of H.R.1 would have
prevented judges from enforcing contempt orders against government officials for failing to
comply with a temporary restraining order or preliminary injunction in any case in which the
court waived the requirement of a security under FRCP Rule 65(c). On May 22, the bill,
section 70302 included, passed the House (215-214) and proceeded to Senate
consideration. On June 22, Senate Parliamentarian Elizabeth MacDonough ruled that the
provision was inconsistent with Senate budget reconciliation rules. This ruling meant that if
section 70302 remained in the bill, the bill would have to be considered according to normal
Senate procedures, including a filibuster unless 60 senators voted to invoke cloture to end the
filibuster and bring the bill up on the floor, subject to 30 hours of debate. Given the timetable
sought for Senate action and the unlikelihood of garnering the 60 votes, section 70302 was
removed from the bill.

On July 1, the Senate passed the bill (51-50).  On July 3, the House passed the bill (218-214)
without further changes and sent it to President Trump who signed it on July 4.
 
Consider, Section 70302 constituted one provision in a 1,000-plus-page bill and may have
been largely unnoticed. For example, when asked why he voted in favor of the provision, one
Member, Rep. Mike Flood (R-NE), responded that the “provision was unknown to me when
I voted for the bill.” 

Thank you to Judge Timothy Reif, United States Court of International Trade for providing
this article.



The 2025 Appellate Judges Education Institute will be held on November 13-16, 2025 at the
Renaissance Minneapolis Hotel, The Depot, in Minneapolis, MN.

The Appellate Judges Education Institute Summit provides appellate judicial education and
gathers federal and state appellate judges from across the country for practical, cutting-edge,
educational programming. This is an educational opportunity you will not want to miss.

Summit Agenda
The Summit will commence at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 13. It will conclude at
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 16. Registration is available. Click the button below for
additional information about the program.

Accommodations
The Appellate Judges Education Institute has secured rooms at the Renaissance Minneapolis
Hotel, The Depot, 225 3rd Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55401, which is the same
location as the summit. Rates start at $200. For reservations use the booking link HERE or
contact: the JW Marriott at (612) 375-1700. Please indicate that you are with the AJEI group.
Please reserve your room by Friday, October 10, 2025.

Learn More

 
August Edition | The Bench Press

Have a submission for the upcoming edition of The
Bench Press? Please share it by August 14, 2025. We
would love to share your special news with the
membership. Email us!

Email Us Your News

Karen E. Schreier
President

Leslie Abrams Gardner

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1734382883300&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink
https://www.judges.org/appellate_judges_edu/registration-4/
mailto:fja@federaljudgesassoc.org
mailto:fja@federaljudgesassoc.org


Communications Committee Chair

Federal Judges Association | fja@federaljudgesassoc.org
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