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Dear Federal Judges Association (FJA) Members:

June is a time to enjoy the heat, the sun, and long days
—especially on the longest day of the year, June 21st.
Take time to enjoy your friends, to appreciate the
beauty of the world around you, and to engage in
outdoor activities in your communities. 

Last weekend, I was in Minnesota to attend my
nephew’s wedding. On our way to the wedding, we
heard on the radio that State Representative Melissa
Hortman and her husband Mark had been assassinated
at 3:30 a.m. while in their home. The news sent chills
down my spine. Elected officials and judges live in a very charged time. We all need to do
our best to bring down the temperature, to not engage in charged language, and to remind
those around us to not throw fuel on the fire. We need to be civil to one another and
encourage others to be civil. This incident at a private home is also a reminder that if you
have not done so, you should sign up for the DeleteMe program. If you have questions about
enrollment, contact TMB@ao.uscourts.gov, which is the email address for the
Administrative Office’s Threat Management Branch. 

While we often talk about civility, it is not common to actually see civility in practice. Last
week, while attending the Judicial Branch committee meeting in Washington, D.C., I had the
opportunity to see just that. Senator Charles Grassley (Chair of Senate Judiciary committee)
was speaking to the committee and was nearing the end of his remarks, when Representative
Jamie Raskin (Ranking Member of House Judiciary committee) came into the room.
Representative Raskin took a seat at the end of the room immediately behind me and
respectfully listened to Senator Grassley as he ended his remarks. When Senator Grassley
finished, instead of exiting the room through the door, he walked over to Representative
Raskin, extended his hand for a handshake, introduced himself, and said he was delighted to
meet someone he’d only seen on television. Representative Raskin extended his hand and
warmly greeted Senator Grassley, admitted that he was overexposed on television, but said
he was glad to finally meet Senator Grassley in person. It was a remarkable exchange and a
show of respect by each of them to the other. And their remarks to the committee indicated
that they both respected the judiciary and each other, even if they do not share the same
views on legislation that impacts the judiciary. It was a remarkably civil exchange between
two men who differ on many things.

As you may be aware, the House passed the 2025 Budget Reconciliation bill on May 22,

mailto:TMB@ao.uscourts.gov
https://kbla.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aRwyjgDDRrOBzJJGBHOzvA#/registration
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=msp&nav=05cfe96a-53f1-4359-ad0d-eefcb9bf0aae


2025. The bill will now be considered in the Senate. The bill contains a provision that limits
the ability of courts to enforce their orders. It is not clear, if passed, whether this would apply
to injunctions that were previously ordered. The relevant language of the bill is as follows:

SEC. 70303. RESTRICTION ON ENFORCEMENT. No court of the United States may []
enforce a contempt citation for failure to comply with an injunction or temporary restraining
order if no security was given when the injunction or order was issued pursuant to Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 65(c), whether issued prior to, on, or subsequent to the date of
enactment of this section. (emphasis and deletion added). 

Enjoy your summer—and the longest day of the year! 

Sincerely,

Karen Schreier
President, Federal Judges Association

 

The FJA Spotlights Judge Embry Kidd

Eleventh Circuit Judge Embry Kidd graduated from Emory
University in 2005 and from Yale Law School in 2008. He
then clerked Judge Roger L. Gregory of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit before joining Williams &
Connolly in Washington, D.C. After 5 years in private
practice, Judge Kidd became an Assistant United States
Attorney in the Middle District of Florida. In 2019, the
United States District Court for the Middle District of
Florida selected Judge Kidd to serve as a Magistrate
Judge. In May of 2024, President Biden nominated him to
the Eleventh Circuit, and Judge Kidd was confirmed in
November of the same year. 

Judge Kidd is from Birmingham, Alabama. According to Judge Kidd, his parents Mary Ellen
and Robert Kidd, who served on the Vincent Town Council for 20 years, “instilled in [him]
the importance of public and community service.” Judge Kidd, who had no lawyers in his
family, became interested in the law after taking a constitutional law class in his junior year
of college. His inspiration to become a judge came from Judge Gregory. During his



clerkship, Judge Kidd observed Judge Gregory’s approach to the law, commitment to public
service, and active involvement in the community. This behind the scenes view of the
judicial system at work inspired Judge Kidd to become a judge himself. 

Judge Kidd is an advocate for increasing diversity in judicial clerkships and – recognizing
that financial considerations keep many candidates from applying for clerkships – offers one-
year clerkships to further that goal. He is a strong mentor and, as a magistrate judge, instated
procedures to help pro se litigants navigate the judicial system. Judge Kidd recently
celebrated his investiture on May 17, 2025. Congratulations!

 

Our committees are working for you! Here are some highlights of their accomplishments.

International Rule of Law
Chair: J. Michelle Childs

The first ever International Judicial Well-Being Day is July 25, 2025. Please join the FMJA,
FJA, and NCBJ on July 23, 2025 for a special one-hour webinar on International Judicial
Well-Being Day with Justice Rangajeeva Wimalasena, President of Nauru Court of Appeal.

Justice Wimalasena, in collaboration with a global team of distinguished judges and experts,
conceived International Day of Judicial Well-being to promote global recognition of judicial
well-being. Justice Wimalasena will share the journey behind the creation of the Nauru
Declaration on Judicial Well-being and the International Judicial Well-being Day,
proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in March 2025. He will also highlight key findings
from the UNODC judicial well-being study, along with other relevant international research
on judicial well-being.

Membership
Chairs: Nannette Jolivette Brown and William F. Kuntz, II

The Membership Committee welcomes the following new member to the FJA:
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Terry A. Doughty (W.D. La.)

The FJA mourns the loss of the following members:

John M. Duhé, Jr.
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

Judge John M. Duhé, Jr.  (ret.), of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, and
former District Judge for the United States District Court of the Western District of Louisiana,
passed on Friday, May 16, at the age of 92. Judge Duhé’s federal judicial service spanned 27
years. Throughout his legal and judicial careers Judge Duhé strove diligently to improve the level of
advocacy in the legal profession. Read more here.

 
Judicial Independence

Chair: Beth Bloom

This year, as part of our Champions for Justice efforts, we are working with stakeholders to:
1.  promptly respond to unjust criticism of judges; and
2. educate the public about the rule of law, the need for civility, and the importance of an

independent judiciary.

Our effort is consistent with the FJA mission to cooperate with others to strengthen our
system of justice. The Champions for Justice stakeholders include:

Retired judges, including those from the Article III Coalition, to speak on the
importance of an independent judicial system;
Constitutional law professors and lawyer leaders; and
Judges Associations and Bar Organizations.  

The American Bar Association that has a Rapid Response to Fake News, Misleading
Statements, and Unjust Criticism from the Standing Committee on the American Judicial
System.
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T h e American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) has a Judicial Independence
Committee that established a protocol for responding to criticism of judges and each of its
96 chapters has a Rapid Response Team.

ABOTA has published a white paper on “Preserving a Fair, Impartial and Independent
Judiciary."

The American College of Trial Lawyers  has a Judicial Independence Committee and
responds to unfair criticism among its 62 Chapters.

Speak Up for Justice Forums

Each month, Speak Up for Justice educates the public on different topics and includes
dynamic speakers, moderated by attorney and organizer, Paul R. Kiesel. April focused on
threats to the judiciary and May addressed the independence of attorneys and their duty to the
court.  Our next forum is on June 26 at Noon ET and the topic is Global Risks to Judges
and the Urgent Priority to Protect Them and the Judicial System. The program will feature
former Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, judges from Venezuela and Poland, and a
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past-president from the International Academy of Trial Lawyers. The invite is above and you
can register HERE.

Resources to Educate the Public

Courts and Civility is an adult-focused program that (1) INFORMS the public about the rule
of law and what courts do; and (2) PROMOTES the need for civility and respect for the rule
of law and the judiciary. The pre-packaged and easily adaptable program includes a
PowerPoint and interactive handouts and explains how our government works, how the rule
of law protects fundamental rights, ensures equal treatment under the law, and discusses
judicial independence. It explains what judges do and why an independent judiciary is
necessary to the rule of law. The program also emphasizes civility—the idea of claiming and
caring for one’s identity, needs, and beliefs without degrading someone else’s in the process.
The materials can be accessed HERE.

Please join our efforts and contact me at Beth_Bloom@flsd.uscourt.gov.  
 

Quadrennial
April 27-29, 2026 in Washington, D.C.
Co-Chairs: Cathy Bissoon and Sara Darrow

Book Fair Survey

The FJA Quadrennial Book Fair has become a
much-anticipated part of FJA's Quadrennial
Conference, an event for federal judges and their
guests held every four years in Washington, D.C.
The committee is excited to host another Book
Fair at the upcoming 2026 Quadrennial and needs
your help in identifying books and authors to
highlight, specifically, books authored by our very
own members. Please take a quick moment to

answer this survey so that we can begin compiling a comprehensive list of books and authors
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for the 2026 Quadrennial Book Fair.

Thank you in advance for your participation. Please feel free to reach out to the FJA with any
questions at fja@federaljudgesassoc.org or (888) 329-1941.

Sincerely,

Judge Debra Brown (N.D. Miss.)
Judge Marina Garcia Marmolejo (S.D. Tex.)
Judge Robert Lasnik (W.D. Wa.)
Judge Jack McConnell (D.R.I.)

Complete Survey Here

 

The American Law Institute Elects Six Council Members -- On May 19, 2025, during the
opening session of its Annual Meeting, the American Law Institute’s membership elected six
new members to its Council, which determines projects and activities to be undertaken by the
ALI and approves the work as representing the position of the Institute. The new Council
members are Stephen John Gageler of the High Court of Australia, R. Hewitt Pate of
Chevron Corporation, Richard L. Revesz of New York University School of Law, FJA
Member Robin L. Rosenberg of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida,
FJA Member Amy J. St. Eve of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, and
Jennifer Zachary of Merck & Co. Inc. Read More

 

Gift from Seeger Weiss LLP Establishes the
Daniel Anderl Memorial Fund
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A $500,000 gift from Seeger Weiss LLP has established The Seeger Weiss/Daniel Anderl
Memorial Fund at the Bolch Judicial Institute at Duke Law. The endowed fund will support
the Institute’s mission to protect and advance the rule of law within the United States and
abroad as well as to defend the judiciary from unjust and unsubstantiated attacks, which
threaten judicial independence and diminish public faith in our judicial system.

The fund is named in memory of Daniel Anderl, the son of U.S. District Judge Esther Salas
and attorney Mark Anderl. Daniel was killed on July 19, 2020, when an armed assailant
targeting Judge Salas came to their home. He was a 20-year-old rising junior at Catholic
University who planned to follow his parents’ footsteps into a legal career. Read more
HERE.

 
July Edition | The Bench Press

Have a submission for the upcoming edition of The
Bench Press? Please share it by July 10, 2025. We
would love to share your special news with the
membership. Email us!

Email Us Your News

Karen E. Schreier
President

Leslie Abrams Gardner
Communications Committee Chair

Federal Judges Association | fja@federaljudgesassoc.org
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