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Dear Federal Judges Association (FJA) Members:

Here we are. Day 24 of the federal government
shutdown. The AO General counsel’s office has
informed us that the AO will certify an end of the
month payroll request to Treasury and that “Treasury is
not challenging agencies’ certification during the
shutdown so [the AO doesn’t] think there’s a risk of
the payments not being made once [the AO does its]
part as usual.” While Judges will probably be paid on
time, if the shutdown does not end, employees will not.
This includes our staff, the Clerk’s office staff and
probation staff. We need to be supportive of and
appreciative of our employees’ efforts during this trying time.

October makes me think of Halloween. It’s my favorite holiday. When I lived in Rapid City,
my home was located on the street where all the kids came to trick-or-treat. If the weather
cooperated, we would have over 1000 kids all dressed up in the cutest outfits. Handing out
candy was an all-hands-on deck effort—me, my husband, and my law clerks—all dressed up
in a new theme each year. And best kids’ costume went to a sister and brother dressed up like
Justices Ginsburg and Scalia holding hands. They got extra candy!

The recent photo of South Carolina state court Judge Diane Goodstein’s home engulfed in
fire sent chills through my spine. While the cause of the fire is still unknown, it reminded me
that we need to take all steps possible to protect ourselves and our families. The Judicial
Security and Independence Task Force recently released an information sheet for judges
facing threats or legal actions. I encourage you to review the information sheet (available on
the JNet) and take the proactive measures identified on the sheet, including enrolling in the
Home Intrusion Detection System and DeleteMe. We need to be personally vigilant and use
the tools that have been provided to us for our safety.

Because threats to judicial security and independence have received much attention, Jeremy
Fogel (former Director of the FIC and currently Executive Director of the Berkely Judicial
Institute) and Professor Amrit Singh (NYU School of Law) are preparing a report
documenting threats to judicial security and independence. The aim of the report is to raise
public awareness of these threats and to propose recommendations for addressing them. To
complete the report, they would like to interview federal judges regarding the four
illegitimate attacks noted by Chief Justice Roberts in his 2024 year-end report and whether
these attacks have had an impact on judges. If you are willing to be interviewed (including on


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=msp&nav=ab0e74a3-ffd1-43b0-8e28-a2741c32ae18

condition of anonymity), contact Professor Singh at amrit.singh@nyu.edu or Jeremy Fogel
at jeremyfogel@berkeley.edu.

Karen Schreier
President, Federal Judges Association

N
GERMAN
HERITAGE MONTH

OCTOBER ———
L 22 a2 4

HISTURY MUNTH (

(i —

O
O,
O
0.

a¥ al% a¥s a¥s Vs Vs VY

"‘ "‘ "\ "‘ "‘ "‘ "‘

OCTOBER IS

POLISH AMERICAN

HERITAGE MONTH

a¥% a¥% als Vs Vs Vs VY

Judge Mary Kathleen Costello has been a judge on the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
since September 2024, assuming the seat vacated by former
FJA President Cynthia Rufe. Before joining the District Court
bench, Judge Costello had a brief — one month — tenure as a
Magistrate Judge in the same court. During her 15 years as an
Assistant Unites States Attorney for the EDPA prior to her
elevation to the bench, Judge Costello prosecuted fraud, public
corruption, and drug trafficking cases. While Judge Costello’s
legal career included eight years in private practice at the law
firms Saul Ewing and Akin Gump, she is a public servant to
the heart. Judge Costello served in the United States Air Force
for eight years as a cyber-systems operator from 1986 to 1994.

BWE: .5, Department of Justice

Judge Costello and her partner are the proud parents of two children. She is a double graduate
of Temple University, graduating summa cum laude with her BA in 1998 and then earning
her JD from Temple University Beasley School of Law, magna cum laude, in 2001. Upon her
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confirmation, Senator Bob Casey said of Judge Costello, “From her experience in the U.S.
Attorney’s office, private practice, and the U.S. Air Force, Mary Kay Costello has devoted
her career to rooting out fraud and keeping communities safe.” Marking the same occasion,
Senator John Fetterman said, “Today is a proud day for Pennsylvania and for our country.
Mary Kay Costello’s historic confirmation is a win for every American who believes our
courts are stronger when they reflect the diversity of the people they serve.”

The Federal Judges Association is happy to welcome Judge Mary Kathleen Costello.

Committee Updates

Membership

Chairs: Nannette Jolivette Brown and William F. Kuntz, I1
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The Membership Committee welcomes the following new members to the FJA:

Amir H. Ali (D.D.C.)
Jonathan J.C. Grey (D. Minn.)

The following judges have been confirmed recently. Please join us in welcoming them to the
judiciary and encourage their membership in the FJA!

Edward L. Artau (S.D. Fla.)
Emil J. Bove, III (3d Cir.)
Kyle C. Dudek (M.D. Fla.)

Maria Ann Lanahan (E.D. Mo.)

The FJA mourns the loss of the following members:
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Judge Walter S. Smith, Jr. (ret.), who served as Waco’s first full-time U.S. District Court
Judge for 32 years, passed away on September 5. He was in private practice from 1966 to
1980 before being appointed judge of Waco’s 54th State District Court. Smith was then
appointed by President Ronald Reagan to fill the newly created judgeship in Waco, Texas in
1984. Judge Smith served as Chief Judge from 2003 to 2010. During his 32 years on the
federal district court bench, Smith presided over many high-profile cases, including both the
criminal and civil trials involving David Koresh’s Branch Davidian religious sect and a
criminal trial related to the 1995 Baylor University NCAA rules violation scandal. Judge
Smith retired from the bench in 2016.

Judicial Independence
Chair: Beth Bloom

o

Champion for Justice Efforts

Our Champions for Justice efforts continue with our stakeholders to:

1. Promptly respond to unjust criticism of judges; and
2. Educate the public about the rule of law, the need for civility, and the importance of an
independent judiciary.

Our effort is consistent with the FJA mission to cooperate with others to strengthen our
system of justice. The Champions for Justice stakeholders include members of the public and
legislative branch, retired judges, formers attorneys general, bar associations and other legal
organizations. We need your help to identify others. Thanks to President Karen Schreier, FJA
members will now be able to access our spreadsheet containing the FJA Champions for
Justice and links to articles on judicial independence for our members to access. Please let us
know of others who should be included and articles to be shared.


mailto:beth_bloom@flsd.uscourts.gov

Champions for Justice

Pay & Benefits

Chairs: Mark Kearney and Dan A. Polster

FJASIP Federal Judges Association

BENEFITS

INFORMATION

Coming soon! Tune in to watch a special pre-recorded discussion featuring Judge Leo
Gordon, Judge Mark Kearney, and Judge Dan Polster in conversation with James De La
Torre, President & CEO of FedAdvantage. They will be discussing important updates and
changes to your healthcare. The webinar will be available on FJA's website beginning
Tuesday, November 4.

Quadrennial
April 27-29, 2026 in Washington, D.C.
Co-Chairs: Cathy Bissoon and Sara Darrow

Quadr.enn* al

Conference

The "I"s have it!

Independence, Inspiration, Insights & Integrity — sworenan

WASHINGTON, DC

Registration Opens October 31

The 2026 FJA Quadrennial Conference is shaping up to
be a can't-miss event, bringing together distinguished
speakers, thought leaders, and esteemed authors from
across the country for three days of insight, connection,
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and fun.

Make sure you save the dates, April 27 - 29, 2026 and —
keep an eye out for updates from the Quadrennial Quadrennial Checklist:

Plannin g Committee O Mark your calendar: April 27-29, 2026
[ sign up for the Talent/Hobby Fair

O Participate in our Quad service project by
purchasing a children’s book to benefit
Playtime Project

[0 Have you authored a book? Sign up to
add your book to the book fair!

[ select the FiC's 2026 National
Workshop April 30 - May 2, 2026
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Talent/Hobby Children's Book  Book Fair FJC National

Fair Sign Up Wish List Sign Up Workshop

Early Bird Registration
Opening in 30 Days!

Book Fair Survey

The FJA Quadrennial Book Fair has become a
much-anticipated part of FJA's Quadrennial
Conference, an event for federal judges and their
guests held every four years in Washington, D.C.
The committee is excited to host another Book
Fair at the upcoming 2026 Quadrennial and needs
your help in identifying books and authors to
highlight, specifically, books authored by our very
own members. Please take a quick moment to
answer this survey so that we can begin compiling a comprehensive list of books and authors
for the 2026 Quadrennial Book Fair.

Thank you in advance for your participation. Please feel free to reach out to the FJA with any
questions at fja@federaljudgesassoc.org or (888) 329-1941.

Sincerely,
Judge Debra Brown (N.D. Miss.)

Judge Marina Garcia Marmolejo (S.D. Tex.)
Judge Robert Lasnik (W.D. Wa.)

Judge Jack McConnell (D.R.I.)
Complete Survey Here

Have a Talent to Share?

Are you a musician? A quilter? A baker? The Quadrennial Planning Committee is excited to
announce FJA's first-ever Talent/Hobby Fair at the 2026 Quadrennial! Please click the button
below to complete the form if you are interested in showcasing your talent, crafting skills or
hobbies. We encourage you to share your passion with your FJA colleagues, and we will try
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to accommodate as many participants as possible.

Talent/Hobby Fair Sign-Up

Members in the News

‘Deeply Respected’: As 100th birthday nears, Judge T. Copenhaver, Jr. still wields
gavel Born in Charleston when Calvin Coolidge was president, he served in the U.S. Army
during World War II, graduated from the West Virginia University College of Law in 1950,
was named a federal bankruptcy referee in 1958, and was appointed a U.S. District Court
judge by President Gerald Ford in 1976.

Upcoming Events

NJC

THE NATIONAL
JUDICIAL COLLEGE

Est.1963

The 2025 Appellate Judges Education Institute will be held on November 13-16, 2025 at the
Renaissance Minneapolis Hotel, The Depot, in Minneapolis, MN.

The Appellate Judges Education Institute Summit provides appellate judicial education and
gathers federal and state appellate judges from across the country for practical, cutting-edge,
educational programming. This is an educational opportunity you will not want to miss.

Summit Agenda

The Summit will commence at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 13. It will conclude at
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 16. Registration is available. Click the button below for
additional information about the program.

Accommodations

The Appellate Judges Education Institute has secured rooms at the Renaissance Minneapolis
Hotel, The Depot, 225 3rd Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55401, which is the same location
as the summit. Rates start at $200. For reservations use the booking link HERE or contact:
the JW Marriott at (612) 375-1700. Please indicate that you are with the AJEI group. Please
reserve your room by Friday, October 10, 2025.

Travel Expenses


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsCATh7BCuner8ebIzqttuWS7SqzSOqFG5ImeuA_IWTmc2lQ/viewform?pli=1
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1734382883300&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink

The Federal Judicial Center has approved reasonable travel expenses for federal appellate
judges to attend the AJEI meeting. Such expenses include registration, transportation,
lodging, and reasonable meal expenses. Please contact Brenda Baldwin-White
at bbwhite@fjc.gov or Joy Lyngar at lygar@judges.org for any questions.

Learn More
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The Search Is On For Our New Executive Director

As many of you already know, Ken Withers, The Sedona Conference’s Executive Director,
has announced that he will retire, effective June 30th of next year. The Board of Directors has
launched a search for his successor well in advance of that date to provide for a smooth and
efficient selection and transition process. Ken has video recorded a short message to The
Sedona Working Group Series membership here, where you can download the job
description and application process. The deadline to submit applications is November 15 to
allow for thorough vetting and careful evaluation of the applicants.

November Edition | The Bench Press
We want to

hear from
you!

Have a submission for the upcoming edition of The
Bench Press? Please share it by November 13, 2025.
We would love to share your special news with the
membership. Email us!

Email Us Your News

Karen E. Schreier
President

Leslie Abrams Gardner
Communications Committee Chair

Federal Judges Association | fja@federaljudgesassoc.org

Federal Judges Association | PO Box 107 | Hoschton, GA 30548 US
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