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Dear Federal Judges Association (FJA) Members:

“life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall.”
This quote from F. Scott Fitzgerald was on my mind
when I drove into work last week and the morning
temperature was 45 degrees. Far better to think about
the unique feeling of renewal that fall brings instead of
thoughts of shoveling snow during the upcoming
winter.

This has been an unsettling summer. It started with the

arson fire set at Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro’s

residence in April, which was set while the Governor

and his family slept inside. Next was the assassination of Minnesota State Representative
Melissa Hortman and her husband, who were killed in the privacy of their own home. That
was followed by the shooting of two school children and the wounding of 18 others while
attending mass in a Catholic church during their first week back at school. And now, Charlie
Kirk was gunned down with a single gunshot while speaking at an open forum on the Utah
Valley University campus with 3,000 people present. Unfortunately, there are many more
examples of violence over this summer that I have not included. Governor Spencer Cox, after
the Kirk shooting said, “I still believe that there is more good among us than evil, and I still
believe we can change the course of history. I’'m hopeful because Americans can make it so.”
To change our trajectory, we all need to do what we can to turn down the temperature and
help America move towards more civil discourse. If you are interested in engaging the public
on this topic, you could utilize the materials from Governor Cox’s “Disagree Better”
campaign or from Judge Beth Bloom and Judge Robin Rosenberg’s “Courts and Civility”
program (available on the FJA website). Let’s join together to change the course of history.

September 17 is the official date for Constitution Day. The final draft of the Constitution was
signed by the 39 delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on
September 17, 1787. The first three words of the Constitution--“We The People”—aftirm
that the government of the United States exists to serve its citizens. And the remainder of the
Constitution establishes our nation’s democratic principles, rights, liberties, and freedoms.
We should honor and recognize the significance of having those rights and liberties—rights
that many other countries do not have.

At a time when civic education is less and less available in our schools, I encourage you to
celebrate Constitution Day by engaging in public speaking, either to school students or adult
groups. Our citizens should be reminded of the role that judges play in protecting the
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Constitution, the Rule of Law, and our democracy. And we should remind citizens that they
play an important role in ensuring that our nation’s democratic principles are upheld and that
their rights and freedoms are preserved. If you are looking for speeches or other materials
that judges have used to commemorate Constitution Day, please check the FJA speech bank
or the Judicial Security and Independence Task Force Resource page on the JNet (Judicial
Security and Independence Task Force Resources | JNet). And if you do prepare a speech
to commemorate Constitution Day, please share a copy with FJA so it can be included in the
speech bank.

Enjoy the crisp fall air.

Karen Schreier
President, Federal Judges Association

HISPANIC

HERITAGE MONTH

Member Spotlight

The FJA Spotlights Judge Brian Edward Murphy

Born in Columbia, Maryland, Judge Brian Edward Murphy
graduated from the College of the Holy Cross in 2002 and
from Columbia Law School, where he was a James Kent
Scholar, in 2006. Judge Murphy began his career as a public
defender at the Massachusetts Committee for Public Counsel
Services. After 3 years as a public defender, Judge Murphy
worked as an associate attorney at Todd and Weld LLP until
2011. He then became a founding partner at Murphy &
Rudolf LLP in Worcester, Massachusetts. In March of 2024,
President Biden nominated Judge Murphy to serve as a
district judge for the United States District Court for the
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District of Massachusetts, and he was confirmed in
December of the same year.

Judge Murphy is deeply committed to protecting and
upholding constitutional rights. This commitment began
early. During his time at Columbia Law School, Judge
Murphy was the Editor-in-Chief of the Columbia Human
Rights Law Review. Judge Murphy then spent the majority
of his career defending those accused of crimes in state and
federal court. During his time at Murphy & Rudolf LLP,
Judge Murphy focused on white-collar offenses, drunken-
driving allegations, violent crimes, and postconviction and
appellate advocacy. His experiences as a public defender, an
associate attorney, and as a founding partner of a firm are all
evidence of his commitment to working towards justice for all. Judge Murphy’s significant
legal expertise and years of advocacy are a testament to his deep commitment to public
service in Massachusetts.

Committee Updates

Membership

Chairs: Nannette Jolivette Brown and William F. Kuntz, I1
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The Membership Committee welcomes the following new members to the FJA:

Anthony J. Brindisi (N.D.N.Y.)
Araceli Martinez-Olguin (N.D. Cal.)
Amit Priyavadan Mehta (D.D.C.)

The FJA mourns the loss of the following members:
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Judge Lesley Simpson Wells of the United States District Court Northern District of Ohio,
passed away on August 5. True to the Quaker spiritual origins, Judge Wells let her life speak
her values until the very end. She was a dedicated advocate of the rule of law and broke many
barriers, not just in her own career but in tireless protection of equal rights for women, and
the just and fair treatment for all. Read More.

International Rule of Law
Chair: J. Michelle Childs

International Association of Judges

Looking Toward the 67th Annual Meeting

The purpose of the International Association of Judges (IAJ) Annual Meeting is to address
specific topics of concern shared by [AJ-affiliate member countries. This year, the topics
include challenges to the rule of law, judicial independence, and the strengthening of legal
systems worldwide. During the meeting, the IAJ will also hold elections for its officers, as
well as vote on the admission of Nigeria into the IAJ. This annual meeting will host several
regional meetings, a welcome party, an exhibition of judicial robes from IAJ member
countries, multiple excursions into the historic Baku region, and more. Please find the
meeting agenda linked here.

The TAJ established four Study Commissions for the purpose of addressing various judicial
functions from a global perspective. Each year, the Study Commissions distribute an annual
questionnaire to the 92 [AJ-affiliated countries, enabling the study commission members to
examine the similarities and differences in judicial functions across these countries and
prepare a comprehensive report of their findings and conclusions.

The First Study Commission’s focus is on the organization, status, and rights of the
judiciary. This year, Judge Marilyn Huff (USA) (former FJA president) will share the
process for securing and allocating judicial resources and the impact it has on judicial
independence and the administration of justice. The Second Study Commission, led by
Judge Mette Soegaard Vammen (Denmark), considered civil law and procedure with
particular emphasis on whether there has been a global increase in the number of self-
represented litigants over the past decade. The Third Study Commission, headed by Judges
Lene Sigvardt (Denmark) and Clayton Conlan (Canada), considered criminal law and
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procedure and will share alternatives outside of the traditional criminal justice system, such
as (1) diversion (where the charge is withdrawn or stayed by the prosecution in exchange for
the accused doing something outside of the court system; (ii) therapeutic justice (such as
drug treatment court or a mental health court; (iii) restorative justice (such as a sentencing
circle or a healing circle for Indigenous persons. Finally, the Fourth Study Commission is
responsible for analyzing public and social law. Judge Margaret McKeown (USA) (former
FJA president) will discuss the various legislation regarding non-competition, loyalty, and
confidentiality clauses, as well as their primary legal provisions.

You may find the final study commission reports from previous years within each study
commission online (hyperlinks provided above). You will also be able to review the
responses that have been received from [AJ-affiliate countries for this year’s questionnaires.
Final conclusion reports from each commission will be uploaded by the conclusion of the
meeting on October 17. If you have a suggestion for the 2026 questionnaire, please contact
Chair, J. Michelle Childs and we will make sure to relay the information to the respective
commission.

)

“While it is wise to learn from experience, it is wiser to learn from the experience of others.’

-Rick Warren

The FJA Delegates are:
President Karen Schreier
Past President J. Michelle Childs (Delegation Leader)
Past President M. Margaret McKeown
John Tunheim, International Rule of Law Committee Member

Judicial Independence
Chair: Beth Bloom

]

Champion for Justice Efforts
Our Champions for Justice efforts continue with our stakeholders to:
1. Promptly respond to unjust criticism of judges; and
2. Educate the public about the rule of law, the need for civility, and the importance of an

independent judiciary.

Our effort is consistent with the FJA mission to cooperate with others to strengthen our
system of justice. The Champions for Justice stakeholders include members of the public and
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legislative branch, retired judges, formers attorneys general, bar associations and other legal
organizations. We need your help to identify others. Thanks to President Karen Schreier, FJA
members will now be able to access our spreadsheet containing the FJA Champions for
Justice and links to articles on judicial independence for our members to access. Please let us
know of others who should be included and articles to be shared.

Champions for Justice

Speak Up for Justice Efforts

Each month, our Speak Up For Justice forums educate the public on different topics and
includes dynamic speakers, moderated by attorney and organizer, Paul R. Kiesel. Each
program is accessible on the Speak Up For Justice webpage, https://speakupforjustice.law.

® April’s program focused on Threats to the Judiciary and included speakers: Judge Paul
Grimm, Judge Esther Salas, Judge Eileen Moore, Dean Erwin Chemerinsky, and
attorney Kenneth Feinberg.

® May’s program focused on Lawyers’ Independence and Their Duty to the Court and
featured speakers: Judge M. Margaret McKeown, Attorney General Jeff Jackson, and
attorneys Ashley Akers, Will Rollins, and Rachel Cohen.

® June’s program focused on Global Risks to Judges and the Urgency to Protect Them
and the Justice System and featured former Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy,
judges from Venezuela, Poland, and South Africa, and President of the International
Association of Trial Lawyers Karen Burgess.

e July’s program focused on Judges Break Their Silence: Attacks, Intimidation, and
Threats to Democracy and featured Judge Jack McConnell, Judge John Coughenour,
Judge Esther Salas, Judge Karoline Mehalchick, and Past-President of the American
Board of Trial Advocates La’Verne Edney.

Our program this month will take place on September 25 at 9 am PT, 12 pm ET and will
focus on state judges and the federal legislation to protect them. The program, Unprotected
and Under Fire: State Judges at Risk as Congress Weighs Action, will feature three state
court judges and U.S. Senator Chris Coons, sponsor of the federal legislation, Countering
Threats and Attacks on Our Judges Act. The invite is below to register.
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Unprotected and Under Fire: State Judges
at Risk as Congress Weighs Action

Sept. 25th, 2025 9am PT, 12pm ET
Moderated by Paul R. Kiesel

Featured Speaker
U.S. Senator Chris Coons

*Additional Speakers to be Announced
Participants Include:

Judge Jennifer J. Johnson Chief Justice Monica Marquez Judge Carroll J. Kelly
Third Judicial Colorado State Eleventh Judicial
Circuit of Florida Supreme Court Circuit of Florida

Speak Up for Justice Website

Courts and Civility Program to Educate the Public

Courts and Civility will now be accessible on our webpage for members to use. It is an adult-
focused program that (1) INFORMS the public about the rule of law and what courts do; and
(2) PROMOTES the need for civility and respect for the rule of law and the judiciary. The
pre-packaged and easily adaptable program includes a PowerPoint and interactive handouts
and explains how our government works, how the rule of law protects fundamental rights,
ensures equal treatment under the law, and discusses judicial independence. It explains what
judges do and why an independent judiciary is necessary to the rule of law. The program also
emphasizes civility—the idea of claiming and caring for one’s identity, needs, and beliefs
without degrading someone else’s in the process.

Access the Courts & Civility Program

U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) Protective Investigations:
Threat Statistics
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We will now be able to access, on the USMS website, the latest statistics on the total threat
investigations with judges identified as targets. The site is expected to be updated each
month. Access The U.S. Marshals Service link HERE.

I extend my thanks to our committee members and please join our efforts. I can be contacted
at Beth_Bloom@flsd.uscourts.gov.

Quadrennial
April 27-29, 2026 in Washington, D.C.
Co-Chairs: Cathy Bissoon and Sara Darrow

Quadrenn

al
Conferente

The "I"s have it!

Independence, Inspiration, Insights & Integrily — snorenam

WASHINGTON, DC

The 2026 FJA Quadrennial Conference is shaping up to be a can't-miss event, bringing
together distinguished speakers, thought leaders, and esteemed authors from across the
country for three days of insight, connection, and fun.

Make sure you save the dates, April 27 - 29, 2026 and keep an eye out for updates from the
Quadrennial Planning Committee.

Book Fair Survey

The FJA Quadrennial Book Fair has become a
much-anticipated part of FJA's Quadrennial
Conference, an event for federal judges and their
guests held every four years in Washington, D.C.
The committee is excited to host another Book
Fair at the upcoming 2026 Quadrennial and needs
your help in identifying books and authors to
highlight, specifically, books authored by our very
own members. Please take a quick moment to
answer this survey so that we can begin compiling a comprehensive list of books and authors
for the 2026 Quadrennial Book Fair.
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Thank you in advance for your participation. Please feel free to reach out to the FJA with any
questions at fja@federaljudgesassoc.org or (888) 329-1941.

Sincerely,
Judge Debra Brown (N.D. Miss.)

Judge Marina Garcia Marmolejo (S.D. Tex.)
Judge Robert Lasnik (W.D. Wa.)

Judge Jack McConnell (D.R.1.)
Complete Survey Here

Have a Talent to Share?

Are you a musician? A quilter? A baker? The Quadrennial Planning Committee is excited to
announce FJA's first-ever Talent/Hobby Fair at the 2026 Quadrennial! Please click the button
below to complete the form if you are interested in showcasing your talent, crafting skills or
hobbies. We encourage you to share your passion with your FJA colleagues, and we will try
to accommodate as many participants as possible.

Talent/Hobby Fair Sign-Up

Civics and Service
Chair: Lauren King

Civics Outreach Opportunity
Judges Welcome Students into Courts and Careers

The latest national educational outreach initiative developed by the Administrative Office of
the U.S. Courts is Open Doors to Careers in the Courts. The program, which can be
conducted in classrooms or courtrooms, gives high school students exposure to a range of
careers. In classrooms, three-person teams that include a judge, an attorney volunteer, and a
non-attorney court professional respond to students’ questions about the Bill of Rights and
opportunities to serve the cause of justice. In the courtroom program, students participate in a
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realistic simulation and gain first-hand experience with the people and processes of the
federal courts. Lauren King, Chair of the FJA’s Civics and Service Committee, hopes that
other judges in the FJA will join her in participating in the program:

“This program is a great way for federal judges to emphasize the importance of civics to
students while introducing them to careers in federal courts. As Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
said, educating students in civics ‘is the only way that the next generation will become
effective citizens and leaders.””

For more information and the program package, contact the AO’s national educational
outreach manager Rebecca Fanning.

Overview of National Initiatives

Judicial News

The United States Marshals Museum
By: Judge Henry E. Hudson, E.D. Va.

* X

The history of the U.S. Marshals Service is the history of federal law

enforcement in America—and has been for nearly 235 years. Shortly <" " x
after the federal judicial system was established in 1789, Congress . % A P
recognized the need for federal marshals to support and protect federal ) ?miiﬁ’u ¢
: : : : : , oWy o
judges and execute their orders. Over time, their duties and e, V &
responsibilities have increased considerably and include more than just I¥rpgRT
judicial protection, service of court documents, and fugitive
apprehensions. The story of the oldest law enforcement agency is
important to recount and that is why the United States Marshals Museum in Fort Smith,

Arkansas was opened in July 2023.

While the work of many federal law enforcement agencies is better known by the general
public, the U.S. Marshals Service has maintained a lower profile. Today, the U.S. Marshals
Service is an integral part of federal law enforcement and plays a critical role not only in
protecting the federal courts but working closely with other federal and state law enforcement
agencies. They are renowned for their fugitive investigations as well as their tracking skills to
apprehend escaped prisoners, probation and parole violators, and people wanted by other law
enforcement agencies. Almost every federal law enforcement action involves the
participation of the U.S. Marshals Service, who take custody of federal prisoners, serve
judicial process, and most importantly, protect federal judges in the courthouse. In the event
of a threat against a judge, the U.S. Marshals Service will handle the investigation and
mitigate the threat. They are also responsible for operating the Witness Security Program
and managing the selling of assets seized through illegal criminal activity.

A little-known fact—in most years, deputy U.S. Marshals arrest more fugitives on court-
issued warrants than all other law enforcement agencies combined.
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Today, there are 94 U.S. Marshals, one for each federal court district, and approximately
3,800 authorized deputies. These brave men and women put their lives on the line every day
to serve the federal courts. Some of their stories are told through exhibits at the Museum.

For me, it was an honor to serve as the Director of the U.S. Marshals Service and play a
small part in its legendary history.

Members in the News

Federal Judge Calls On Law Students to Improve Civics Education

Georgia law students are trading places with teachers to help educate youth about civics.
Thanks in part to $350,000 in financial support doled out by a federal judge, law students at
Georgia State University, Mercer University and the University of Georgia are bridging the
gap between the law schools and their surrounding communities by sharing their legal
knowledge with high school students. "We've got to do a better job of educating our people
about what the government is supposed to be doing and ... about their rights and the
responsibilities," Senior Judge Richard "Rick" W. Story of the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Georgia told the Daily Report. Read More.

Judge Esther Salas Honored at Ribbon Cutting for New School

A federal judge is further cementing her name in New Jersey history after having a school
named after her. The honor for U.S. District Judge Esther Salas comes a little more than
five years after she was the target of an assassination attempt, an attack that killed her only
son, Daniel. At a ribbon cutting for Esther Salas Academy in Union City on September 15,
Salas preached the importance of democracy to the students who now go to the school that
bears her name. Read More..

ESTHER®ED SALAS

ACADEMY ——

Happy 100th Birthday, Judge Howard F. Sachs!
The Western District of Missouri celebrated Judge Sachs'
100th birthday on September 12, 2025
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Your Next Read 52

Perfecting the U.S. Constitution
27 and Counting, The Amendments that Shaped America’s Future
By Blaine Kaltman

BLAINE KALTMAN

This book tells the story of each Constitutional Amendment and the
role that the Amendments have played in shaping the American PERFECTING THE
experience. Based on solid research, it is written in an engaging style U.S. CONSTITUTION
that is easy to comprehend and enjoyable to read. The Amendments O Ll
guarantee the fundamental rights and liberties that Americans enjoy and  SHIPED ATIERICAS FUTURE
should be understood by every citizen. They tell America’s story from

its founding to the present day. The Amendments play a vital role in the
quest for gender and racial equity, and the continuing struggle to
achieve social justice. They are the result of the American people’s M\\\'
continuing efforts to perfect our Constitution, first through Acts of

Congress, then through ratifications by State Legislatures, and finally by judicial review and
interpretation. The Amendments are too important to be treated as afterthoughts, and this
book seeks to rectify that by giving them the attention they deserve.

About the Author

Blaine Kaltman is a former U.S. Department of State Foreign Service Officer. He earned a
doctorate from the University of Queensland, Australia. He is the author of Under the Heel of
the Dragon: Islam, Racism, Crime, and the Uighur in China.

About Anthem Press

Anthem Press is a leading medium-sized independent academic, professional and trade
publisher in established and emerging social sciences, business/law and humanities fields of
study with a strong international and interdisciplinary focus.

Information Sheet

Upcoming Events
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NJC

THE NATIONAL
JUDICIAL COLLEGE

Est.1963

The 2025 Appellate Judges Education Institute will be held on November 13-16, 2025 at the
Renaissance Minneapolis Hotel, The Depot, in Minneapolis, MN.

The Appellate Judges Education Institute Summit provides appellate judicial education and
gathers federal and state appellate judges from across the country for practical, cutting-edge,
educational programming. This is an educational opportunity you will not want to miss.

Summit Agenda

The Summit will commence at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 13. It will conclude at
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 16. Registration is available. Click the button below for
additional information about the program.

Accommodations

The Appellate Judges Education Institute has secured rooms at the Renaissance Minneapolis
Hotel, The Depot, 225 3rd Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55401, which is the same location
as the summit. Rates start at $200. For reservations use the booking link HERE or contact:
the JW Marriott at (612) 375-1700. Please indicate that you are with the AJEI group. Please
reserve your room by Friday, October 10, 2025.

Travel Expenses

The Federal Judicial Center has approved reasonable travel expenses for federal appellate
judges to attend the AJEI meeting. Such expenses include registration, transportation,
lodging, and reasonable meal expenses. Please contact Brenda Baldwin-White at
bbwhite@fjc.gov or Joy Lyngar at lygar@judges.org for any questions.

Learn More

October Edition | The Bench Press

We want to
hear from
you!

Have a submission for the upcoming edition of The
Bench Press? Please share it by October 9, 2025. We
would love to share your special news with the
membership. Email us!

Email Us Your News

Karen E. Schreier
President

Leslie Abrams Gardner
Communications Committee Chair
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